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Stone tools and the by-products of their manufacture are the 
dominant type of artifact found at prehistoric archaeological 
sites in North America and much of the world. For that 
reason, the study of lithic artifacts facilitates our 
understanding of human use of landscapes, resources, and 
technology in the past. On an international scale, stone tool 
and debitage analysis has matured intellectually from its 
culture-historical origins, incorporating elements of human 
behavioral ecology, technological organization, land-use 
strategies, functional interpretations, and a variety of 
methodological advancements. A multitude of middle-range 
approaches are now utilized to understand human behavior in 
the past via the study of stone tools. 
 
Lithics in the West seeks to link the rich archaeological lithic 
data base from the western United States with some of the 
contemporary theoretical and analytical approaches used in 
global settings in stone tool and debitage analysis today. The 
book highlights the role that lithic analysis (in all its forms) 
plays in solving research problems in the prehistory of 
western North America. 
 
Contributors include William Andrefsky, Jr., Robert 
Kelly, Nicole Waguespack, Pei-Lin Yu, Doug 
MacDonald, Robert Brunswig, Scott Carpenter, Jackie 
Cook, David Diggs, Philip Fisher, Katie Harris, Brian 
Ostahowski, Mary Prasciunas, Ken Reid, and Todd 
Surovell.  
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